Lesson 1 Topic: Reading “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings”    Grade level: 12
Length of lesson: 100 minutes
Meghan Carney

	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	Content Standard(s): 

Reading Benchmarks
11.4.2.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

11.4.5.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as the aesthetic impact.

	Understanding (s)/goals

Students will understand symbolism and imagery used in the story (specifically the angel).

Students will understand specific connections to human behavior and how the Marquez story critiques society.

Students will understand what magical realism is and how Marquez uses it.
	Essential Question(s):

Who or what determines an identity? 

How would you know an angel if you saw one?  

What does Marquez think of basic human interaction? Or society in general?

	Student objectives (outcomes):

ALL students will be able to identify main characters and the plot of the story, as well as words they do not understand, and understand the genre of magical realism.

MOST students will be able to pinpoint author’s intent and the meaning/message of the story.

SOME students will be able to deconstruct real world meaning as well as the commentary on human interaction that comes from the story.

	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Task(s):

2nd Journal entry: What question does this story answer, and how does it answer it? (Use textual evidence)


	Other Evidence:

 Angel Drawing/Journal Entry

Discussion

Markings in their copy of the story (highlighter, pen, circling words, etc.)

Angel Characteristic Chart

	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Learning Activities:

Resources & Materials:
1. Three copies of “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Marquez

2. Highlighters and multiple color pens

3. Three blank sheets of paper

WRITE ON BOARD BEFORE LESSON: “Things to be doing while reading… circling words you don’t understand, underline or important sections, and be patient (will stop frequently)”
Disclaimer: Much of this lesson is discussion based.  One possibility is to lead the students in the direction of Marquez’s obvious human nature critique, but let the students choose the direction of the discussion and discover the story for themselves.
Pre-Reading/Anticipatory Set

Writing or Drawing (5 minutes): Ask question, “What does an angel look like to you?”  Explain that you can choose to illustrate an image or write a journal entry to answer this question.  Discuss: What does an angel look like to you? (3 minutes)
Hand out story to students.

Ask students to read the title of the story: “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings: A Tale for Children” 

· After reading the title, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings,” what does it make you think of, what do you imagine? Discuss.

· Why would Marquez say that this is A Tale for Children? Discuss. (7 minutes)
Reading
Explain that we will be reading it out loud one time, we will be stopping often, use the highlighters to mark important passages, and circle words you do not understand.

· Write out all of the things they need to be doing so they can refer back to it during the process (have this done before class).  Also, verbally give them cues and remind them often. (2 minutes)

Read the first sentence out loud. STOP. Explain: “This sentence is really strangely worded and laid out… it was hard for me to understand at first, but what do you think of it?”

· Steer discussion towards magical realism.  If they do not answer at all, or if they do not realize what you mean, ask: “does how Marquez words things remind you of anything?” (fairytale, folklore, etc.)

· After a short discussion, ask: “have you heard of the genre of magical realism?”

· Explain magical realism & instruct them to write the definition down on the story. (8 minutes)
Reread the first sentence and finish the first paragraph. STOP. Ask them to underline/highlight what they thought the most important part or line was and have them share.  Ask them why they chose that part. Remind them to circle words they didn’t understand, and discuss what they noticed about magical realism. (5 minutes)
Read half of the paragraph 2 and STOP again.  Tell them to mark the most important part/line and why they chose that portion of the story (also remind them to be circling words they don’t understand).  (2 minutes)
Ask if anything stuck out to them in particular, and why. (2 minutes)
Read the rest of paragraph 2 and paragraph 3.  STOP. Ask: “Alright, they declared him an angel? Why?” Discuss. (4 minutes)
Instruct them to take out a blank sheet of paper.  Explain that they will be making a chart along with the story now (but they will still be marking important sections and words that they don’t understand).  Show them your started chart, and then instruct them: “Draw a chart with 2 columns. One column you will be all of the reasons why the old man should be an angel, and then the second column will be for all of the reasons he isn’t an angel.  Fill this chart in as we go, but don’t forget to underline the most important lines or circle words you don’t understand.”  (6 minutes)
Add the chart to the list of ‘things to be doing while reading’ list on board.

While writing on board… Ask: What are a few things that you can add to your chart already? Discuss. (2 minutes)
MOVE BACK INTO READING AGAIN: Clarify that you will be reading for a longer period of time, and they should feel free to stop me at any time they want to discuss something.  Read through paragraph 4 and 5. STOP (if they haven’t stopped you already). 

Most important portion of that whole part? Why? Discuss.

Anything you need to add to your chart?

Words you didn’t understand? (10 minutes)
Read paragraph 6 through paragraph 9. Remind them that they can stop you if they feel the need.  If they haven’t already stopped you, STOP, and discuss things they need to add to their chart. (5 minutes)
Read paragraph 10 to the end.  Only stop if they stop you.  Have them add anything else they need to add to their chart. (5 minutes)
Post Reading

Discuss initial impressions of the story, and what they thought of the ending.  Why do you think the story could end where it ended? (4 minutes)
Ask: How was your original angel drawing/description different than the angel in this story? Discuss. (4 minutes)
Instruct them to use the other side of their angel chart, and go back through the story and write down all of the words that they didn’t understand. Tell them to save this list, and that they will be looking up all of the definitions during tomorrows class. (5 minutes)
End of Class
Writing Prompt: If this story were to answer one question, what is the question, and how does the story answer that particular question? How does the answer to this question connect with the meaning/message? (15 minutes)
[While they are writing, write reminders for tomorrow on the board.]

Ask them the question that they came up with, and discuss how each question relates to the message that they thought was portrayed. (10 minutes)
Before bell, Remind them to bring their angel chart, story, and list of words to class tomorrow. (As they leave class)


